HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
cross-word  contortion  to  bother  much  with  the
troubles of dissentient dissenters.
A peculiar characteristic of religious and moral
attitudes is that vestiges of their imperative sway over
the behaviour of man remain sometimes for genera-
tions after the theological notions to which they were
originally attached have shrunk into oblivion. Ascetic
standards in personal conduct that were originally laid
down by specific instructions from without, tend to
survive among people who call themselves agnostics.
Pleasure, in anything but a vague and ghostly form, is
mysteriously and uncomfortably taboo for many
people whose ancestors were stuffed with Non-
conformism. The world is Evil, and to enjoy Evil is to
Fall. Politics and all concern with social purposes is
Vanity. "All is Vanity" except spreading the news of
the great Light to come. Although the theological
nebulosities to which these principles owe thek
original explanations have lost a good deal of their
hypnotic efficiency, yet, on account of the contagious
nature of attitudes, as distinct from trains of thinking,
they remain firmly implanted in the minds of many
almost rational persons to-day. All sorts of sexual
taboos and semi-teetotalisms, especially in America
and Scotland, are observed by people who are
not practising Nonconformists, The widespread
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